The J.P Collins 3rd. Annual Celtic Festival
May 5-7th 2017

As in the previous two years the festival was a tremendous success and a tribute to the members of Comhaltas and the J.P Collins Festival Committee whose tireless efforts and dedication made this year’s event the most rewarding. 

We were proud to further the Celtic Arts and Culture to Saint John, Canada’s most Irish City.

With the help of our major sponsors we would like to say a huge thank you, The City of Saint John Arts Funding Program, Comhaltas and the North American Meitheal Fund through the affiliation with the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade Ireland, Saint John Loch Lomond Hardware, The Cask & Kettle Gastro Pub Saint John and Inch By Inch Weight Loss Solutions.

All the events were held at the Kent Theatre location on Coburg Street in Saint John, together with their helpful staff it was perfect location for our event. The event hall was well decorated with banners around the perimeter advertising our sponsors and a reception area with green, white and orange table cloths.
An organising crew of 6 Collins Festival committee members, 15 Comhaltas members and 5 Friends helped make the event run smoothly.
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The weekend started with a concert on the Friday night with the internationally renowned group VISHTEN, an Acadian/Celtic traditional sensation and 2016 East Coast Music Award winners.
The performance was well attended with approx 110 people attending despite poor weather conditions. The toe tapping music and lively dancing was enjoyed by all.

Saturday was a day of workshops in Irish Set dancing,

Sean Nos old style Irish Dance, Irish Tin Whistle, Bodhran, Fiddle, Accordion, Bass, Tenor Banjo and

Acadian Style chair dancing.

The workshop leaders were: Kieran Jordon(Boston),Adam McIntyre(Saint John),Elizabeth McDonald(Nova Scotia), Marilyn Inch(Saint John), Ward McDonald(PEI), Remi Arsenault(PEI),Peter Corfield(Saint John)

Pascal Miousse (Vishten), Pastelle LeBlanc (Vishten and Emmanuelle LeBlanc (Vishten)

All of the classes were well attended with over 60 people registering for the various workshops and attracted over 23 people from the four Atlantic provinces and Maine and Boston USA.

Fiddle: Different styles of two day fiddle workshops were held, Acadian Fiddle was instructed by Pascal from Vishten with Ward MacDonald hosting the Scottish Fiddle.  
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Accordion:  This workshop was hosted by the talented Accordion player from Vishten Pastelle LeBlanc.
There were two piano accordions (from teacher and student) and one chromatic button accordion. They learned a mix of tunes from Irish and Acadian traditions to tunes from the Magdalen Islands. They also learned ornamentation techniques, including different ways to play cuts, accents and embellishments. 
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Bodhran:
There were two Bodhran workshops, the main workshop for advanced players was led by Saint John’s Comhaltas member Adam McIntyre and Bodhran for Beginner / Intermediate was conducted by Emmanuelle Leblanc from Vishten. With the two workshops they were able to cover the spectrum of all Bodhran players as this is typically a favourite workshop at any Celtic Festival.
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Tin Whistle:
As in the Bodhran workshop we tried to involve all levels of experience. Marilyn Inch from Saint John’s Comhaltas held the beginner workshop while Emmanuelle Leblanc from Vishten hosted the Advanced Whistle. As expected Marilyn’s workshop was well attended with 12 students, Although Emma’s workshop had fewer attendees, those students gained valuable experience to help teaching beginners in the future and expanding their own techniques.

Guitar Accompliment:  

Remi Arsenault and Ward McDonald each did 3 hour workshops.
Although lightly attended. It gave the recipients valuable one on 
one instruction.
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Irish Set Dancing: For the third consecutive year, Elizabeth McDonald from Halifax NS has taught Irish Set dancing for the Festival. 
This is a very well attended workshop and there was more than enough to form at least 4 set groups. 
In the two days Elizabeth instructed the group in the Croisloch Set (by Padraig McEneany) and the Mayo Lancers Set.
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Irish Sean Nos Dancing:  Within Comhaltas, Sean Nos dancing is becoming popular to some members.

This year we were fortunate to bring a great teacher from Boston USA, Kieran Jordon an Irish dance performer, teacher, director and choreographer, and owner of the Kieran Jordan Dance Studio. With a professional freelance career spanning more than 15 years, Kieran is best known for her original stage productions and recordings, and her innovative teaching programs that have brought sean-nós and old-style Irish step dance to students and audiences internationally.
Kieran Joined with Vishten on stage at the opening concert and delighted the audience with her dancing talents. 

Sixteen people participated in the workshops. Kieran lead and encouraged dancers to explore basic rhythms and movements and to improvise in the art of Sean Nos dance. The workshop was based on Kieran's DVD "Musical Feet! Volume 2: The Next Step".
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Acadian Chair Dancing and Step Dancing:  During the Vishten concert, Emma showed her talents as a great chair dancer.

This year we included chair dancing and Acadian Step Dancing as workshops that Emma and her sister Pastelle hosted. 

This particular workshop was well attended with perhaps 12-15 participants.  We were taught about 6-7 basic step move that we could mix and match in combinations to create our own dance.  Different tunes evoke different moves so there is a lot of variety available.  The progressive teaching method was well paced and we left feeling we had taken something home with us. 

Pastel and Emma did a great job for an entry level understanding.
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Vince Crotty Painting Workshop:  
An eager class of twelve students, ages eight to seventy-three, crowded as close as they could about Vincent Crotty, Boston's award winning Irish artist. On his invitation to sit close to watch, they sat quietly absorbing all he was sharing and following his brush strokes as they created beautiful works of art that radiated his signature style, paintings that glow and sparkle light.  Thoughtful questions, even from the youngest, were welcomed and he shared in his warm fathering way, all the methods and tricks of the trade he could squeeze into the hour-long painting demo.
Amazingly, he had painted two beautiful works that were breath-taking with light, warmth and rich colour.  Though we had just watched each stroke, we were left still with, "how did he do that?" ......create such beauty so quickly; two paintings, one in thirty-five minutes, one in twenty minutes. The next day of instruction, Vincent again painted swiftly with the touch of a master, watching him tenderly hovering over each person, even our two youngest students, encouraging and working with each one on their canvasses.  This was much more than teaching.
[image: image12.jpg]



The Irish in Film Presentation: This 2 hour illustrated presentation was hosted by Dr Steward Donovan from Fredericton. Dr Donovan is a professor of Irish studies and graduated from the University College in Dublin and is the Director of Irish studies at Saint Thomas University.
There were 22 participants in the workshop that illustrated in the last 50 years how the Irish have been portrayed, from the country style Parish Priest “ The Quite Man” era to the contemporary view of today’s Irish society
Saturday Evening Family Ceili: Ward McDonald and Remi Arsenault took the stage as the musicians for the Ceili, Elizabeth McDonald was the caller and it was not very long before almost everyone was on the floor dancing to the likes of the “Walls of Limerick’ and the “Siege of Ennis”.  The workshop set dancers demonstrated their newly found talents giving the audience a breather. And then Kieran Jordan and Adam McIntyre were up on stage with some Sean Nos dance steps. 
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Other workshops that the festival hosted were Trad Bass with Remi Arsenault, Tenor Banjo with Peter Corfield, and Calling a Dance with Ward McDonald.
J.P Collins Celtic Festival Committee 2017

Adam Mc Intyre  -  Bob Burgess – Marilyn Inch – Charlie McKendy- Stuart Hook – Eileen Costigan
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The City of Saint John Arts Funding Program.
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Saint John Loch Lomond Hardware
The Cask & Kettle Gastro Pub Saint John
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Inch By Inch Weight Loss Solutions.

STATISTICS

TOTAL NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDED FESTIVAL

152
we 
estimated 300


TOTAL NUMBER OF OUT OF TOWNERS



23
TOTAL AT CONCERT





94
TOTAL AT CEILI






57
TOTAL AT WORKSHOPS





67
TOTAL COMHALTAS VOLUNTEERS



33




TOTAL FRIEND VOLUNTEERS




  5
TOTAL IRISH BORN





  3
we estimated 10
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